2016 Summer Reading Picks from the
Upper Merion High School Librarian

All American Boys by Jason
Reynolds

When sixteen-year-old Rashad is
mistakenly accused of stealing,
classmate Quinn witnesses his brutal
beating at the hands of a police officer
who happens to be the older brother
of his best friend. Told through
Rashad and Quinn’s alternating
viewpoints. YOUNG ADULT FIC

The Boys in the Boat : nine
Americans and their epic quest
for gold at the 1936 Berlin
Olympics

by Daniel James Brown

The story of the University of
Washington’s eight-oar crew,
composed of the sons of loggers,
shipyard workers, and farmers, who
went to the Berlin Olympics and
defeated Adolf Hitler’s German team
to achieve the Olympic gold medal.
797.12 BRO

The Children and the Wolves
by Adam Rapp

Abducted by teen genius Bounce and
her drifter friends Wiggins and
Orange, three-year-old Frog seems
content to eat cereal and play a video
game about wolves all day—a game
that parallels the reality around her—
until Wiggins is overcome by guilt and
tension and takes action.

YOUNG ADULT FIC

UPPER MERION AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

HE GAME

Concussion
by Jeanne Marie Laskas

The story of Dr. Bennet Omalu, the
pathologist who has made a
significant medical discovery that
challenges the existence of America’s
favorite sport and puts him in the
crosshairs of the NFL.

617.5 LAS YA

Conviction by Kelly Loy Gilbert

A small-town boy questions everything
he holds to be true when his father is
accused of murder.

YOUNG ADULT FIC

The Disreputable History of
Frankie Landau-Banks
by W. Lockhart

Frankie Landau-Banks attempts to
take over a secret,

all-male society at her exclusive prep
school, and her antics with the group
soon draws some unlikely attention
and have unexpected consequences
that could change her life forever.

J LOCKHART

The Game of Love and Death
by Martha Brockenbrough

In 1937 Seattle, two seventeen-year-
olds, Henry, who is white, and Flora,
who is African-American, become the
unwitting pawns in a game played by
two immortal figures, Love and Death,
where they must choose each other at
the end or one of them will die.
YOUNG ADULT FIC

www.umreads.org

Grasshopper Jungle: a history
by Andrew Smith

Austin Szerba narrates the end of

humanity as he and his best friend

Robby accidentally unleash an army

of giant, unstoppable bugs and

uncover the secrets of a decades-old
experiment gone terribly wrong. ‘-5;
YOUNG ADULT FIC

How I Live Now by Meg Rosoff

To get away from her pregnant
stepmother in New York City, fifteen-
year-old Daisy goes to England to
stay with her aunt and cousins, with
whom she instantly bonds, but soon
war breaks out and rips apart the
family while devastating the land.
YOUNG ADULT FIC

The Killing Woods
by Lucy Christopher

When her father, an ex-soldier
suffering from PTSD, is arrested for
murder, Emily’s efforts to exonerate
him take her into the woods to play
the Game, an extreme version of
childhood games. YOUNG ADULT FIC
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" Level Up by Gene Luen Yang

Dennis Quyang is visited by four angels who prompt him to
give up his dream of playing video games professionally
and pursue a medical degree as his late father wanted, but
a crisis reveals the true nature of the angels and brings

Dennis to a crossroads in his path to the future.
YOUNG ADULT GRAPHIC NOVEL

Out of the Darkness by Ashely Hope Perez

Loosely based on a school explosion that took place in
New London, Texas in 1937, this is the story of two
teenagers and their dealings with race, segregation, love

and the forces that destroy people.
YOUNG ADULT FIC

Panic by Lauren Oliver

In the poor town of Carp, New York, a
group of teens enters a high-stakes
game that involves a series of secretive,
possibly deadly challenges throughout
the summer, with the winner receiving
more than $50,000--enough money to

start a new life.
YOUNG ADULT FIC

The Princess Bride:
S. Morgenstern’s classic tale of true love and
high adventure by William Goldman

Westley, a farm boy, goes off to seek his fortune shortly
after declaring his love for Buttercup, the most beautiful
woman in the world, but their relationship is put to the test
when his ship is captured by pirates and she is summoned

to become the bride of the prince.
F GOLDMAN

Ready Player One by Ernest Cline

In the year 2044, Wade Watts, like the rest of humanity,
chooses to escape reality and spends his waking hours in
the limitless, utopian virtual world of the OASIS, but when
Wade stumbles upon the first of the fiendish puzzles set up
by OASIS creator James Halliday, he finds he must
complete with thousands of others--including those willing
to commit murder--in order to claim a prize of massive
fortune. F

Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard

In a world divided by blood--those with common red blood
serve the silver-blooded elites, who are gifted with
superhuman abilities, seventeen-year-old Mare, a Red,

discovers she has an ability of her own.
YOUNG ADULT FIC

The Storm and the Tide : tragedy, hope and
triumph in Tuscaloosa by Lars Anderson

The story of how, in the wake of the 2011 tornado that
killed fifty-three people and became the most devastating
storm of its kind in Alabama history, University of Alabama

athletes aided the community.
796.33 AND YA

Sum it Up : 1,098 victories, a couple
of irrelevant losses, and a life in
perspective

by Pat Head Summitt

This autobiography of Pat Summitt covers
her childhood in Tennessee, building and
coaching the Tennessee Lady Volunteers
basketball team, and her health struggles,

especially early onset Alzheimer’s disease.
B SUMMITT

Those Guys Have All the Fun: inside the world of
ESPN by James A. Miller

This is an exploration of the history of ESPN in which Chris
Berman, Keith Olbermann, Hannah Storm, Bill Simmons,
Stuart Scott and others discuss games, shows, scandals,

gambling addictions, bitter rivalries, and more.
796.02 MIL 2016

Winger by Andrew Smith

Two years younger than his classmates at a prestigious
boarding school, fourteen-year-old Ryan Dean West
grapples with living in the dorm for troublemakers, falling
for his female best friend who thinks of him as just a kid,
and playing wing on the Varsity rugby team with some of
his frightening new dorm-mates. YOUNG ADULT FIC
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